
 

 

Extinction 
 

Thomas Berry said, “My generation has done what no previous generation 

could do, because they lacked the technological power, and what no future 

generation will be able to do, because the planet will never again be so beautiful 

or abundant.”  

He points out that the Cenozoic, the era we are leaving behind, was when the 

earth was at its “most lyrical,” when songbirds, flowering plants, and the great 

families of mammals flourished.  

At this peak of beauty and richness came humankind.  

We’re now estimated to be responsible for the extinction of one out of every 

ten species that we know of and likely uncounted others that we haven’t even 

identified yet.  

And we’re about to change even the climate that sustains these lives and ours. 
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